The basic soxmds in Kiribatese are as shown in the following diagram: 
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The classes C (consonant) , N (nasal) , S (semivowel) and V (vowel) are defined 
as indicated above. 


2.1 Long and short sounds 

Each of the N and V soiinds has a short and a long counterpart which cause a 
semantic distinction. In written Kiribatese this distinction has somtimes 
been made by using an overbar on the letter to indicate lengthening, or by 
using a doubled letter. The latter is more easily adapted to typescript, and 
is used here. Some text tends to not make this distinction at all. The economy 
gained by using single letters always, instead of double letters when indicated, 
seems very small when compared to the troublesome ambiguities that can arise as 
a result, as in the following: 

e tamaaroa am ie your sail is beautiful 

e tamaaroa am iee your lovemaking is beautiful 

e reke ana taari he got some salt 
e reke ana tar! he had an orgasm 

Long and short sounds are used to distinguish singular and plural of some nouns 
(see also section 4.4.1) . 

ika fish (singular) 
i i ka fishes 

t i na mother 
t i I na mothers 

mata eye 
maata eyes 
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